
3.21.18 Mark 15 - Forsaken with Spite of the Leaders 
 
16 The soldiers led him away inside the palace, which is the Praetorium, and called together the whole 
cohort of soldiers. 17 They put a purple robe on him, twisted together a crown of thorns, and put it on 
him. 18 The soldiers began to salute him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 19 They kept hitting him on the head 
with a reed and spitting on him. They also kneeled down to pay homage to him. 
 
29 Those who passed by ridiculed him, shaking their heads and saying, “Ha! You who are going to 
destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, 30 save yourself! Come down from the cross!” 
 
31 In the same way, the chief priests along with the experts in the law mocked him among themselves. 
“He saved others,” they said. “He cannot save himself. 32 Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come down 
now from the cross so that we may see and believe!” 
 
Dear friends in Christ, 
 
I don’t like trash talkers.  Neither does God, not when they are trashing Him.  
 
Sennacherib had marched from Assyria and wiped out all of the northern tribes of Israel.  When he arrived at 
Jerusalem he then dared to compare Yahweh to all of the other gods he had conquered.  He claimed that 
Yahweh would be like all the rest of them.  In the morning he woke up to 185,000 dead soldiers strewn across 
the countryside.  So much for the trash talk.  When Job started shaking his fist at God, he worried that God 
would answer him in a storm.  So God answered Job in a storm.  Psalm 2 says that when people threaten to 
band together against the LORD, He just laughs and scoffs at them, and then terrifies them in His wrath.  In His 
wrath He points the rebels to the King that He has installed on Zion.  That King is Jesus: not the person you 
want to be mocking.  
 
Yet here Jesus is at the Praetorium, being fully mocked by the soldiers.  Mark says that the whole cohort of 
soldiers gathered around Jesus.  The Romans kept a garrison of soldiers at Pilate’s palace especially during high 
festivals like the Passover, because there would be thousands of Jews there, and the Romans didn’t want them 
trying to take over or anything.  When all of these soldiers got together, they fed off of each other in their 
mockery of Jesus.   They put a fake robe on Him with a crown of thorns dug into His skull.  They even bowed 
down to Him and said, “Hail, King of the Jews!”   Mark also adds that they beat him on the head “again and 
again.”  It’s that term that gets to me.  Again and again.  You might be able to hold your temper if someone 
slapped you in the face once.  But do it again and again, and taunt me while you’re doing it?  You better hope 
you’re smaller than me.  And even if  you’re not, I’ll at least get one good shot in at you.  Don’t forget also that 
they spat in Jesus’ face.  You can’t get any more disrespectful than that.  These soldiers were doing everything 
they could to absolutely humiliate Jesus.  
 
Why were they being so disrespectful, especially of Jesus?  It’s not like Jesus had any history with them. 
Remember that Jesus was tagged as “the King of the Jews.”  The soldiers had plenty of history with the Jews. 
The Jews disdained the Romans.  They felt they had no business being in charge.  They were prone to rebellion, 
as Barabbas had proven.  They also had strange cultural demands and they also would have refused to worship 
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the emperor.  If Jesus had been brought by the Jews as one posing to be their “King,” then the soldiers saw this 
as a special opportunity to really beat him down and humiliate him.  So they did just that.  They didn’t have any 
cop-cams back then.  There were no lawyers who could threaten to sue with civil rights violations.  When you 
were under arrest, you were under the mercy of the guards.  It would have been entertaining to them to get to 
have some “fun” with this prisoner.  
 
When I was in high school I used to love watching those First Blood / Rambo movies.   I remember one scene 
where he was strapped to a metal type of box spring mattress and being shocked.  Finally, he was able to 
escape.  When he did, he proceeded to kill all of his captors.  The movie just had me thirsting for vengeance 
after all they did to him.  He took a machine gun and mowed down hundreds of them.  As a high school young 
man, I thought this was great at the time.  This is what we would expect Jesus to do.  Put these soldiers in their 
place.  Send some lightning down.  Open up the earth.  Show them who you are!  They completely humiliated 
Jesus and mocked him in the most vile manner.   Nobody has the right or the authority to mock God.  
 
But, we must remember, and it is easy to forget, these were the soldiers of the government that God had placed 
in a position of authority.  Jesus, when He came to earth, put Himself under the authorities.  If Jesus, as a man 
born under the law, were to rebel against the government officials and kill them, then He would have been 
sinning against His own commandment.  Remember what we say in the Fourth Commandment.  We should fear 
and love God that we do not dishonor or anger our parents and others in authority, but honor, serve and obey 
them, and give them love and respect.  In Romans 12 Paul wrote, “Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but 
leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord.  So Jesus, 
in His humility, was called upon to submit to the government, as humiliating as it was and as sinful as they were 
treating Him.  With blood dripping down His forehead and bruises on His head and spit in His eyes and His ears 
and His mouth, He did absolutely nothing.  He let them treat Him like a completely helpless fool.  It was part of 
what He was called to do.  
 
So they put Him on the cross.  They nail Him to the wood.  They make Him suffer as they were trained to do. 
Yet still, the torment is not over.  Now the parade of mockers come taunting as Jesus hangs from the cross. 
First it comes from the people.  Those who passed by ridiculed him, shaking their heads and saying, “Ha! 
You who are going to destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! Come down from the 
cross!”   Jesus had said this at the beginning of His ministry, that if they tore down the temple he would rebuild 
it in three days.  He had just chased out the money changers, and they questioned Him, asking Him who or what 
gave Him the authority to do such a thing.  (John 2)  They all seemed to remember this quote.  It came off to 
them as arrogant and preposterous.  They never forgot it.  They used it to accuse Jesus of insurrection.  They 
also mentioned it after Jesus died.  Here they were using it to taunt Jesus while he was on the cross.  They were 
saying to Him, “Look at you hanging there!  You obviously don’t have any power at all.  You’re nothing but a 
joke.”  
 
The religious leaders had a similar taunt.  In the same way, the chief priests along with the experts in the 
law mocked him among themselves. “He saved others,” they said. “He cannot save himself.  Let the 
Christ, the King of Israel, come down now from the cross so that we may see and believe!”  Notice that 
they mocked him primarily among themselves.  Perhaps they didn’t want to seem as vengeful as the others: 
above the fray.  What did the chief taunt come down to for all of them?  The fact that Jesus wasn’t seemingly 
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able to save himself.  They wanted Jesus to come down so that they could see and believe.  They were looking 
for a Christ that would save Himself from impossible odds.  
 
If you think about it, this is the same god that the evolutionists seek.  Survival of the fittest, survival of the self 
is god.  Show me someone that can keep me alive and help me thrive and give me power: someone that 
empowers me: and I will trust in him.  Show me someone who can find the cure for death.  Don’t pray for me or 
for the shooting victims.  Do something that will protect us.  Pass a law that will stop the violence.  I will trust 
that formula, that law, that drug, or that doctor.  Don’t show me someone who just sits there and dies for 
someone else.  Show me someone who can show me how to conquer death and live.  What foolish hope this is.  
 
Think also about how foolish their request for faith is, for Jesus said, “Blessed are those who have not seen 
and yet have believed.”  Think also of what the book of Hebrews says, “Faith is being certain of what we do 
NOT see.”  What kind of a faith is it that demands to see?  It is no faith at all.  
 
And what kind of a Christ would they have believed in if Jesus had come down?  What would Jesus have been 
but nothing more than a Houdini: a sideshow attraction to wow the crowd as an escape artist?  What would we 
have to believe in?  Where would our forgiveness be found?  The irony of it all, which they didn’t understand or 
want to believe, was that the only way that Jesus could save others was if He didn’t save Himself.  The very 
reason we believe in Jesus is because He stayed ON the cross.  It was only there that Jesus could pay for the sins 
of the world, as He prophesied.  If Jesus had come down, He would have been a liar and He would not have 
fulfilled what He came for.  We would still be in our sins. 
 
Sometimes in sports, athletes will taunt the other players in order to get them to do something stupid: to take 
them out of position and get them to do something that they normally wouldn’t do.  Anderson Silva is a 
professional fighter who used to make fools of people by getting them to do that very thing.  He would taunt his 
opponent mercilessly, wait for him to get frustrated and lunge at him, and then hit back when the opponent was 
out of position.  The chief priests and teachers of the law, the people, and the soldiers all taunted Jesus to come 
down.  But if Jesus had come down, He would have been out of position to die for the sins of the world.  Maybe 
the devil himself was behind these taunts.  Yet in an incredible amount of self control, Jesus stayed on the cross 
when He had the power to come down.  If you ask someone, “What do you think was the most powerful thing 
that Jesus did while in His humility on earth?  Some might say, “Walk on water.  Still the storm.  Raise the 
dead.  Raise Himself from the dead.”  These would be your typical answers.  But what about this display of a 
powerful self control, to stay on the cross when He could have come down?  It wasn’t the nails that held Him 
there.  It was His love for us and His desire to die for us.  
 
Beware of the taunts yet today.  “What kind of a God would allow little children to die from cancer?”  “Where 
was your God when the gunman shot up that school?”  You might not say it out loud, but you will feel or think 
your taunts privately.  You will want God to give you health.  You’ll want a job, or a spouse, or a child.  You 
will question God’s tolerance of evil.  You will draw a line in the sand of your mind.  “Where are you Lord? 
Why aren’t you answering this prayer?  Don’t you care?  Can’t you give me this one thing?”  We want a Christ 
that we can see, One that answers our challenges and shows us His power.  We would rather that Jesus showed 
us His power by conquering our foes, overthrowing wicked governments, and healing our diseases and 
sicknesses.  
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Truth is, the faith that God calls for isn’t very fun to live with.  Who wants to listen to God tell us that suffering 
can serve our good?  Who wants to just be told to wait for heaven?  It would be much more fun and relaxing if 
we had a God that would make us healthy and wealthy right now, along with a faith that could name its own 
terms and claim its own riches.  We want one that can move mountains and raise the dead, not one that just 
looks at a guy dying on a cross.  That seems to give us nothing in the here and the now.  We want the evil to be 
humiliated and shamed, not us.  
 
It is amazing, however, when you study the Scriptures to see if this actually works.  When fire came from 
heaven for Elijah and devoured the sacrifices, 450 prophets of Baal were then put to death.  But what good did 
it do?  Jezebel still didn’t believe.  She only hardened her heart all the more and wanted Elijah dead.  What 
happened when Korah and his followers were put to death by fire from the altar?  The people became angry and 
gathered together to kill Moses and Elijah!  Instead of believing in the Lord, people only hardened their hearts 
all the more.  Even when Jesus raised from the dead, what does it say happened?  The chief priests and teachers 
of the law bribed the soldiers to lie and say that Jesus’ body was stolen.  Power doesn’t convert like you would 
think it would.  Power doesn’t produce faith.  
 
No, the Holy Spirit doesn’t point us to this type of a Christ.  God points us to Himself on the cross, to this 
pathetic man with the scars of a crown on His head and the nails in His hands and His feet, forsaken by all.  The 
Holy Spirit says, “This is your God.  Believe in Him.  He isn’t going anywhere.  He is going to just hang there 
and die as the most pathetic piece of flesh you have ever seen.  But remember, He is hanging there for you.  He 
is there to be your forgiveness.  He is there to be your sin.  He is there to give you eternal life.  He is there to 
save you from hell.”  It is a call to faith.   It is a call to see God’s power, not in doing things that will make us 
strong and powerful, but in what He did to save us from hell.  
 
We don’t like trash talkers.  Neither does God.  What did Jesus do?  When He opened His mouth, He only 
prayed for them.  He stayed there for them.  He stayed there for us.  He showed us His strength in weakness, 
and an amazing thing happened.  One of the most powerful men on the scene, the centurion, who witnessed all 
of this weakness and death, it was he who ended up proclaiming, “Surely this man was the Son of God.”  And 
what did one of the thieves who was also taunting Jesus end up saying?  “Jesus, remember me, when you 
come into your kingdom.”  By staying on the cross and answering with love and death, Jesus managed to 
convert the very men who taunted Him the most.   If Jesus was willing to put up with so much from them, then I 
have to believe that in His mercy and grace He is willing to put up with a lot from me as well.  Thank God for 
that!  So there’s a saying that applies.  “Trust the process.”  Let the Holy Spirit work in His own powerful way, 
through the weakness of the cross.  Proverbs 26:4 says, “Do not answer a fool according to his folly, or you 
yourself will be just like him.”  Let the fools folly on.  In the end, the truth will come out.  We will see that 
soon enough, two Sundays from now.  Amen.  

4 


